Arginine-vasopressin (AVP) is involved in memory processes. The memory effects of AVP are mediated by neuronal mechanisms taking place in limbic-midbrain structures. Therefore, immunoreactive AVP (IR-AVP) was measured in hippocampus and amygdala of male Wistar rats during acquisition and retention of passive avoidance behavior.
Recently we found that during passive avoidance behavior the IR-AVP concentration in the hippocampal-septal area was decreased, while that in the central amygdaloid nucleus was increased 23. Both re-
